[Usefulness of determining conjugated amine catecholamines in blood platelets for diagnosis of pheochromocytoma].
The studies included 14 patients with pheochromocytoma (mean age 39.5 years), 32 patients with arterial hypertension (mean age 39.5 years), and 9 healthy volunteers (mean age 39.5 years). Free and conjugated noradrenaline and adrenaline in blood platelets have been assayed with RIA technique. It was shown that mean concentrations of conjugated noradrenaline and adrenaline in blood platelets are significantly higher in patients with pheochromocytoma than those in hypertensive patients and healthy individuals. However, such test may be used with limitations as there is high percentage of increased values in patients with the primary arterial hypertension. A decreased noradrenaline inactivation in blood platelets of patients with pheochromocytoma has also been observed. This may exert some effect on the diversified clinical course of this type of arterial hypertension.